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Fig. 3. The stability of an atom is determined by two opposing forces in the nucleus of
an atom. (a) An electric repulsion pushes the protons in a nucleus apart. (b) An attractive
strong force between the protons and neutrons holds the nucleus together.
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2013. URL: https://profmattstrassler.com/articles-and-posts/particle-physics-basics/the-structure-of-
matter/the-nuclei-of-atoms-at-the-heart-of-matter/what-holds-nuclei-together/. License: CC-BY-NC.
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