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Bhuria Commission 2002-04 Recommendations

The education sector should be regarded as a key sector for the overall progress of tribal people.
Though the literacy percentage has increased from 8.53% in 1961 to 29.60% in 1991, this does
not necessarily mean that the STs have become educated in the real sense of the term. They have
also not been able to catch up with the rest of the society; in fact, the gap in literacy percentage as

between the STs and non-STs continues to widen.

The tribal policy will aim at:

(i)  Making pedagogy suitable to tribal life and milieu

(ii)  Attuning curricula and syllabi to tribal life and culture

(iii)  Imparting teaching in the tribal child’s mother tongue, at least up to primary level

(iv)  Focusing national programmes like the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan on the tribal population, since
it constitutes the most illiterate section of the society

(v)  Providing scholarships, hostel maintenance costs, free school uniforms etc. up to the

matriculation stage

1Bhuria Committee 1991 and Bhuria Commission 2002-04
2The Tribal Commission of 1960-61, Chaired by Mr. U N Dhebar
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(vi)

(vii)
(viii)

(ix)

(xi)

(xii)

(xiii)

In the first instance, setting up educational institutions in the Scheduled Areas and tribal areas,
as per the prescribed norms. Further, considering, lowering of the norms in view of the scattered
tribal populations

Repair and renovation of school and hostel buildings lying in a state of disrepair. Provision of
toilet facilities in all schools and hostels, particularly those meant for girl students.

Establishment of at least one residential school for boys and one residential school for girls in each
development block.

Establishment of one Navodaya Vidyalaya in each tribal block

Establishment of one modelresidential school of the pattern evolved by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs
in ITDP/ITDA.

Provision of supplementary nutrition and mid-day meals to children in tribal areas up to middle
stage.

Emphasis on vocational and professional education, setting up polytechnics for studies in subjects
like farming, forestry, horticulture, dairying, veterinary sciences etc. Orientation of these studies
towards self-employment.

Devising measures for meeting the problem of absenteeism of teachers, particularly in far-flung
areas, like constituting village education committees, contractualemployment, appointment of ST

teachers.
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Vimala, of Educational Resource Unit, New Delhi was involved in the conceptualisation of Mahila Samakhya (Education for Women'’s
Equality) and served as the first National Project Director from 1988-93 in MHRD, Gol. She established Educational Resource Unit
(now known as ERU Consultants Private Limited) in 1998 as a network of researchers and practitioners working on education. She
was a National Fellow and Professor of Teacher Management and Development in NUEPA. She has been engaged in research on
elementary and secondary education focusing on gender and equity issues, teacher status and motivation, systemic barriers to
realising the equity goals of national policies and programmes for elementary education, adult literacy and continuing education, and
most recently has been engaged in researching educational needs of out-of-school youth — especially girls. She may be contacted at

vimalar.ramachandran@gmail.com
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