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NOTES/ £33 e3risb

1. Human Development in India: Challenges for a Society in Transition (2010), Oxford
University Press.

2. A precursor to the idea of “cultures of poverty” (Oscar Lewis 1959) that is finding
resonance in some of the most developments in the education sector.

3. These were: (i) Woods Dispatch of 1854; (ii) Indian Education Commission (or Hunter
Commission) of 1882; (iii) University Commission, 1902; (iv) Sadler Commission, 1917;
(v) Hartog Commission, 1929; (vi) Sapru Commission, 1934; (vii) Abbot-Woods Report,
1936-37; (viii) Sargent Report (or the fi rst CABE Report); (ix) University Commission or
Radhakrishnan Report, 1948; (x) Mudaliar Commission, 1952.

4, Thus, the commission notes, “provision should be made for the teaching of subjects like
Home Craft, Music, Drawing, Painting, etc, which specially appeal to girls....”

5. This has been acknowledged in the National Policy document of 1986, Ministry of
Human Resource Development (MHRD).

6. This brilliant term was fi rst used by Vimala Ramachandran in her book, Gender and
Social Equity in Primary Education: Hierarchies of A ccess (2003), New Delhi: Sage. There
is no better way to describe the unequal structure of the schooling system in India.

7. Kendriyavidyalayas for children of central government employees only are also very
wellfunded and managed and while set up earlier are another example of the dual
approach followed by government in schooling.

8. AmbrishDongre, “What Is the Per Child Expenditure in Government Schools?”
Accountability Initiative (2012), Centre for Policy Research, India.

9. Quality India (Special Issue) — Government Thrust in Quality Education — Interview with
Human Resource Minister, Kapil Sibal.

10. Thisinclusion in the RTE Act is in recognition of the fact that every child has “merit” and
that given the right opportunities every child can flourish. The idea of creating separate
and “more special” spaces of so-called more deserving children is contrary to this notion
of equality and thus expunged from the RTE Act.

11. The SSA has multiple monitoring mechanisms-Monitoring Institutions (Mls) at state
level; JRM at the central level; BRCs/CRCs for academic monitoring and now NCPCR
through RTE. In addition departmental monitoring is separate — conducted by BEOs and
DIETs.



12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Before RTE was passed the centre-state share was on a sliding scale of 55-45. However
due to the special requirements of RTE it has now been fi xed at 65-35. The NE and
special category states continue to receive funds in the proportion of 90:10.
Department of Education, SSA: A Framework (2011), Ministry of Human Resource
Development, Government of India.

National University for Educational Planning and Administration.

See S Balagopal (2010), “Rationalizing Seclusion: Preliminary Analysis of a Residential
Schooling Scheme for Poor Girls in India” in Feminist Theory, New Delhi: Sage and V
Ramachandran (2009), “Towards Gender Equality in Education”, EFA Mid-decade
Assessment, NUEPA for review of the KGBV and its impact on girls’ schooling.

M Sedwal and S Kamat (2008), Education and Social Equity with a special focus on
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes in Elementary Education; Research Monograph
19, CREATE, IDS, Sussex.

Till this amendment was made education had been a part of the Directive Principles of
State Policy, which carry no legal obligation on the State to provide. Thus this shift
marked a paradigm change in the way delivery of educationis to be perceived.

The provision related to quality are often confused with the maximum that a school is
required to provide. In fact they determine only the floor. A school that is unable to
provide what is mentioned in the Act does not in fact qualify as a school at all.

The provisions related to infrastructure, etc, are in the Schedule of the Act; those related
to teacher qualifications in Section 23; those related to the duties of teachers in Section
24; and those related to curriculum and evaluation (CCE) in Section 29. Several other
provisions such as those related to ban on non-teaching duties and corporal
punishment are also related to improving the quality of the learning environment in
schools.

While the Supreme Court ruled in favour of the Act, reiterating the public good nature
of education, it gave an unfortunate exception to m inority run schools. However, the
private school lobby has fi led a review petition and a 5-member bench is expected to
look at it.

A quick look at states that have improved their educational profi les, such as Himachal
Pradesh, shows that they have in fact done so through better public provision of
schooling. In Himachal Pradesh the disparity in achievement across social groups is also
much less. See IHDS Report and NFHS-3 for details.
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