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1. This chapter is an expansion and refinement of the introductory chapter to Michael
W. Apple and Linda Christian-Smith, eds., The Politics of the Textbook (New York:
Routledge, 1991). Many of the essays in that volume are crucial to a more thorough
understanding of the issues | raise here.

2. See John Willinsky, The New Literacy (New York: Routledge, 1990).

3. Janet Batsleer, Tony Davies, Rebecca O'Rourke, and Chris Weedon, Rewriting English:
Cultural Politics of Gender and Class (New York: Methuen, 1985), 164-65. For an
exceptional treatment of “political literacy” in theory and practice, see Colin Lankshear
with Moira Lawler, Literacy, Schooling and Revolution (Philadelphia: Falmer, 1988).



4. John Fiske, Bob Hodge, and Graeme Turner, Myths of Oz: Reading Australian Popular
Culture (Boston: Allen and Unwin, 1987), x.

5. John Fiske, Reading the Popular (Boston: Unwin Hyman, 1989), 149-50.

6. See, for example, Michael W. Apple and Lois Weis, eds., Ideology and Practice in
Schooling (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1983).

7. For a current representative sample of the varied kinds of studies being done on the
textbook, see Arthur Woodward, David L. Elliot, and Kathleen Carter Nagel eds,

Textbooks in School and Society (New York: Garland, 1988). We need to make a
distinction between the generic use of “texts” (all meaningful materials: symbolic,

bodily, physical, etc., created by human, and sometimes “natural,” activity) and textbooks.
My focus in this chapter is mostly on the latter, though many schools and

many teachers are considerably more than standardized textbook material. Also, in
passing, | am more than a little concerned that some people have overstated the case
that the world is “only a text.” See Bryan D. Palmer, Descent into Discourse

(Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1990).

8. Fred Inglis, Popular Culture and Political Power (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1988), 9.
9. Allan Luke, Literacy, Textbooks and Ideology (Philadelphia: Falmer, 1988), 27-29.

10. Michael W. Apple, Ideology and Curriculum, 2nd ed. (New York: Routledge, 1990);
Michael W. Apple, Education and Power (New York: Routledge, rev. ARK ed., 1985);

and Michael W. Apple, Teachers and Texts: A Political Economy of Class and Gender

Relations in Education (New York and London: Routledge, 1988).

11. Michael W. Apple, “Redefining Equality: Authoritarian Populism and the Conservative
Restoration,” Teachers College Record 90 (Winter 1988): 167-84.

12. See, for example, Susan Rose, Keeping Them Out of the Hands of Satan (New York:
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